My War Memories, 1914-1918
The, Brsheshiny episode closed with a brilliant feat of arms. The surrounded German troops broke through northwards on the night of the 24th-25th November. They took with them 10,000 prisoners and many captured guns.
The units that broke through were brought up between the 20th A.C. and the ist R.C. In this way our front was made much more continuous, and the Russians hurled themselves upon it in vain. The great aim of our operations, the destruction of the Russians in the bend of the Vistula, had riot been attained. We had not proved strong enough.
Meanwhile, General von Conrad had ordered that Boehm-Ermolli's Army, Woyrsch's detachment, and the Austrian armies as far as Cracow, should attack on November I7th. This action resulted in some local successes. It soon died down and ceased to have any strategical interest. From now on to the end of November the Russians pressed the gth Army hard and attacked further south also, but without much success. At the end of November and beginning of December, when the ist Division from the 8th Army and the reinforcements from the West had at last arrived, I had an opportunity of resuming (temporarily) my original plan of operations. At the same time, we had to consider how the enemy attacks could be held up, especially those against the ist R.C., while these troops were being got into position.
Zastrow's Corps succeeded in taking Ciechanov and Prasnysz. The Russians had sent some troops from here to the left bank of the Vistula, but the cavalry divisions made no progress owing to bad weather. Further, the horses were not shod for a winter campaign. The enemy soon made a counter-attack, and Zastrow's Corps had again to withdraw to Mlawa. In the bend of the Vistula severe fighting had been resumed everywhere. The 3rd R.C. and the I3th A.C. were now placed under the command of the gth Army, and posted on its left wing. In view of the serious position of the ist R.C., thig was done immediately after they came up. It did not result in concerted action. Perhaps it would have been wiser to propose the formation of a special Army Detachment, which could have been placed under the
108